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The San Francisco Animal Control and Welfare Commission was established through the SF 

Health Code. Sec. 41.3 of the Code states: “The Commission shall render written report of 

its activities to the Board [of Supervisors] quarterly.” This report fulfills that requirement. 

  



 

 

The San Francisco Animal Control and Welfare Commission advises the Board of Supervisors 

on issues involving animals. People come to Commission meetings to offer their opinions 

about issues under discussion, and to suggest topics that the Commission might investigate 

further.  

 

In 2017, the Commission took action on the following items: 

 

1. Commissioner’s Orientation Packet. The Commission renewed a practice of 

distributing informational packets to new Commissions. This packet outlines timing of 

meetings, procedures, responsibilities of Commissioners and Officers. Packet was 

distributed to new and existing Commissioners.  

2. Agenda Protocol Update. The Commission requested the assistance of a City Attorney 

in updating the format and disclosures on the meeting agendas. Input from Attorney 

was incorporated into agenda template.  

3. District Supervisor Outreach Initiative. In an effort to increase communication and 

cooperation with the Board of Supervisors, the Commissioners contacted members of 

the Board of Supervisors. The purpose of these meetings was to introduce ourselves to 

the Supervisors and their aides and explained to them what our role is and how we can 

help them and their constituents with concerns around animal issues.  

 

 

In  2017, the Commission hosted discussions on the following issues, but did not 

take action: 

 

1. Request to Animal Care and Control and SF SPCA regarding statistics. In late 

2016, the Commission sent a letter to SF ACC and SF SPCA requesting uniformity in 

reporting of statistics.  Currently the reporting methods are different for the two 

organizations, which can cause confusion to those seeking details on live-release 

rates for the two organizations. The requested data were discussed at several 

meetings in 2017, with no firm conclusion.  

2. New SFPD Vicious and Dangerous Dog Unit Officer. In January, the Commission 

welcomed Officer Ryan Crockett to the VDD Unit of SFPD.  

3. Health Ordinance 161352 - Sale of Domestic Dogs and Cats. Supervisor Katy 

Tang presented information on an ordinance banning the sale of non-rescue 

domestic dogs and cats in San Francisco.  

4. Funding of new Animal Care and Control Facility.  Supervisor Tang and City 

Administrator Naomi Kelly introduced legislation to create a gift fund to help fund the 

construction and furnishing of the new animal shelter. This would be in addition to 

the Certificate of Participation to cover any additional expenses for the shelter..  

5. SFZoo Euthanasia Policy and Procedure.  In March 2017, a monkey at the SF 

Zoo named Bernardo was diagnosed with cancer. The animal was euthanize on April 

13. Since then, there has been confusion regarding SF Zoo’s policy on euthanasia.  

6.  Project Coyote Presentation. Project Coyote,a national non-profit organization 

based in Northern California, is a North American coalition of scientists, educators, 

ranchers and citizen leaders promoting compassionate conservation and coexistence 

between people and wildlife through education, science and advocacy. They work to 

change laws and policies to protect native carnivores from abuse and 

mismanagement, advocating coexistence instead of killing. They will share tools for 

dealing with coyotes in an urban setting.  

7. GGNRA Off-Leash Dog Policy Changes Dropped. After several years, countless 

hearings, input from endless agencies and constituencies, the GGNRA proposed 



heavily restricted guidelines for off-leash dogs. However, in October, the GGNRA 

abruptly and without explanation cancelled all plans to implement the proposed 

changes. The Commission heard a summary of the saga from Sally Stephens of 

SFDog.  

8. Business Cards for Commissioners. The Commission would like to print business 

cards for Commissioners. The Commission is working to secure the City logo and 

other specific details in order to print cards.  

9. Pet and People Disaster Preparedness. The Commission discussed disaster 

preparedness. Shari O’Neill of Animal Care and Control presented preparedness 

tactics and some of the lessons learned from the Napa fire disaster of October 2017.  

 


